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different from the last ones reported to us. Even by
Binet tests no mental defect was found; the tests for
upper years were done exceptionally well, as were, in-
deed, many other fairly difficult mental tasks. The
explanation of these incontrovertible findings can only
be the variations in mental functionings which are prone
to occur, perhaps on the basis of emotional attitude, in
cases of ^traumatic constitution.

We cannot here enter into a thorough discussion of the
problem of the constitutional inferior. For details we
refer the reader to the work of others, particularly to the
informing discussion in Healy's "The Individual Delin-
quent." Suffice it for our purpose to state that consti-
tutional inferiors present both physical and mental
peculiarities, the latter of which cause test results that
are quite variable and that require differentiation from
special defect. Diagnosis in such cases can only be
determined in the light of all the facts revealed by physical
and psychological examination, as well as by family and
developmental history and the story of the social career.

The clinical psychologist who wishes to be thorough
and to diagnose intelligently must acquaint himself with
these types. The same may be said in regard to certain
other problems which can be understood only when
much information besides that obtained from psychological
examination is at hand. Thus, there are special defects
which are due to brain injuries or to disease of certain
portions of the brain. Aphasia, alexia, agraphia, word-
deafness, and other such disturbances are, as defined by
neurologists, always due to brain lesion and not to in-
nate defect; they involve loss or impairment of power
that once existed.

The problems of so-called congenital alexia, congenital
word-blindness and word-deafness, we shall consider in
detail in a later chapter. Suffice it to say here that in